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Chairman’s report
It is was with great regret that we had to cancel the
Barn Dance on 24 August, this was done completely
due to the lack of interest. As we are keen to
continue to foster a good community spirit Keith
Pegram, who handles our social media, initiated a
two week survey so that we could understand the
reasons why the event did not appeal to our
members.
The results were discussed at length in our
September committee meeting and various options
were reviewed as the overall feeling was that many
of our members do want some form of social event
three to four times a year. On page 11 are some of
the ideas we are pursuing. If any of you have
thoughts on the type of events you would enjoy and
did not respond to the social media surveys please let
us know your ideas by preferably by email to Marie,
our new Social Events Organiser, who is raring to get
going on arrangements!
On a more positive point, you may be aware of the
new housing development called Victory Oak on the
corner of Boundary Lane and the A31. We did a
leaflet drop followed by a visit by Sheducation to tell
residents about Home Watch. This was well attended
and several new members were signed up, as well as
a co-ordinator.
Many thanks to those who helped in this operation,
and welcome to the new members, we hope to see
you at the AGM next April.
Brian Frecknall

Medical assistance
OUT-OF-HOURS NUMBER
Dorset and Hampshire patients

RING 111
If the patient deteriorates
before a responder arrives

RING 999
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Go to page 9 to find out more!
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Have you signed up yet?
Dorset Alert is a two way
community messaging system
operated by Dorset Police, which
allows them to exchange
information with us by email or phone at no cost to us.
The system is designed to allow people who register, to
choose the type of information they would like to
receive concerning crime and anti-social behaviour,
witness appeals, crime prevention, community events
and local good news. It’s easy to join just go to
dorsetalert.co.uk to find out more.
www.2saints.org.uk

Community matters
Keep it local

It has come to our attention through Nextdoor social
media pages, and has been confirmed elsewhere,
that the main post office in Ringwood may close next
year.
Although we have our own local post office here in St
Leonards, St Ives and Ashley Heath, we've been
advised that because both the store and post office
are underused we're in danger of losing this as
well. Is that what we really want to happen?

Village Hall news
Hello everyone
As always in the summer some of our regular groups
take a well earned summer break, but now we are in
early September the hall is becoming as busy as
normal. There is a comprehensive range of activities
every day of the week but there are also slots
available for personal events such as wedding
receptions, birthday parties and general knees-ups!
We have just revamped our website and you will find
details of the Village Hall and the events held—just
go to stleonardshall.org.uk and click Bookings, then
View Room Availability link to view our live booking
calendar. You will be amazed at the range of activities
who welcome new members—there’s everything
from exercise classes such as Tai Chi and Pilates to
hobby groups such as crafters and quilters,
woodworkers, various clubs and community groups,
etc. A full list of activities is on our website and on a
poster in the front window of the annexe (the left
one on the picture below).

St Ives Post Office on Ringwood Service Road, BH24 2NY

If we lose our local convenience store and post office
we won't get it back. St Leonards, St Ives and Ashley
Heath is a very large residential area which benefits
greatly from the convenience of our local stores. Use
it or lose it before it's too late.
For those of you who do not know where the post
office is situated, you will find it at 72 Ringwood Road
(also known as Ringwood Service Road, which can be
accessed from Woolsbridge Road, just off the
Woolsbridge roundabout) at the junction with Post
Office Lane. It opens every day of the week.
The local One Stop which belongs to Tesco is very
popular too. However, having read in the newspaper
a few weeks ago that Tesco will also be trimming
down, we mustn't take it for granted that One Stop
will always be available to us.

Contributions to Community News are always
welcome but are subject to being edited or
shortened. Photographs are only reproduced
when of suitable quality and when space permits.
Any views or opinions expressed in this
publication unless specifically stated otherwise
are those of the writer.
Community News—Autumn 2019

Over the past few months the village has welcomed
many new residents as the Victory Oak development
bordering the A31 off Boundary Lane is now well
established. We hope to welcome some of those new
residents and any other new residents in our area to
events held in the hall. We’re easy to find if you take
the Braeside Road turning off the A31 Ringwoodbound, but there’s also easy access from Lions Lane
to Braeside Road and from Woolsbridge Road, via
Laurel Lane.
Those of you who use the complex will know that we
have marvellous facilities for a small village like ours.
The Village Hall has a total of three rooms—a light
and airy annexe (with its own kitchen), a main hall
often used for wedding receptions and larger parties
and the committee room, suitable for meetings and
classes such as Pilates. These last two rooms share a
very big fully-equipped kitchen. Outside, and under
separate management, are the bowls club, tennis
club, a youth club and a Scout group hut. There’s also
a large recreation area (with poo bins!) and a gated
children’s play area—what’s not to like?
Ann Warman 01425 476319
www.2saints.org.uk
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Hedges—love ‘em and hate ‘em
We had a large response to the parking article in the
last newsletter, the following reply puts another
important topic back into prominence:

“I was delighted to see the item on pavement
parking, albeit visiting tradesmen need to be told on
arrival or before. Even I had recently to ask two of
mine to move, bearing in mind vehicles outside are
not always seen from inside a property, as in our
case.
But another bugbear is about overgrown hedges
covering pavements (sometimes by half its width)
already narrow in some roads, which restricts walking
with a pushchair or trolley and even necessitating
walking in the road. By driving all the time an owner
is probably unaware of the problem outside the
property but it's even worse on wet days when one's
clothes get wet when brushing by a hedge—as well
as long bits of bramble, uneven hedge branches, etc.
catching one's clothes. Moreover, when dark, it's
really better to walk in the road.”
Checking the procedure for hedges as laid down by
Dorset Council I came across this clear statement:

‘It is the responsibility of an owner or occupier of
private land or property to ensure that frontage
hedges, or other vegetation, do not
overhang or protrude onto the
highway or footpath and restrict
passage of pedestrians or vehicles.
Hedges should be cut back to the
boundary, or vertically above the rear
of a footpath to a height of 2.2m.’
In a similar vein here’s what they say
about trees:

‘Trees should be cut back to at least 0.5m behind the
kerb line, to a clear height of
5.2m above the carriageway
on minor roads, and 6.6m on
main roads.
The county council is only
responsible for maintaining
trees (or hedges) that have
been officially adopted or
purchased for highway
improvements.’
If you have any issues you can
report them to Dorset Council
by using this link:
dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/report-ahedge--tree-or-verge-issue (note double hyphens)
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So in for a penny, in for a pound; here’s the
government’s contribution:
High hedges, trees and boundaries
You must try to settle a dispute about a high hedge
informally before the council can intervene. Ask your
council for a complaint form if the hedge is all of
these:



two or more mostly evergreen or semievergreen trees or shrubs



over 2 metres tall



affecting your enjoyment of your home or
garden because it’s too tall

You might have to pay the council a fee to consider
your complaint.
When you can trim hedges or trees
You can trim branches or roots that cross into your
property from a neighbour’s property or a public
road.
You can only trim up to the property boundary. If you
do more than this, your neighbour could take you to
court for damaging their property.
If you live in a conservation area, or
the trees in the hedge are protected
by a tree preservation order, you
might need your council’s
permission to trim them.
If your property borders a road
The highways authority can ask you to
cut back hedges or trees on your
property if they’re causing an
obstruction in the road. If you refuse,
they can go into your property without your
permission to do the work themselves. They may
charge you for this.
Property damage from hedges
Your neighbour is responsible for maintaining their
hedges so they do not, for example, damage your
property or grow too high. If they do damage your
property, your neighbour may be liable.
Finally, be considerate when disposing of the
cuttings, and respect your neighbours. Dorset Council
say, ‘Bonfires are only illegal if they cause a nuisance to
others and the person responsible fails to comply with the
requirements of any abatement notice served by
the council. It is commonly thought that there are byelaws
banning bonfires or restricting the days or times when they
are allowed - there aren't.’
www.2saints.org.uk
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Ferndown Police Community Office
The Ferndown Police Community Office is located in
the Barrington Centre in Penny’s Walk. It is operated
by police volunteers and is open daily (except
Sunday) from 10 until 12.
Usually we show you a few of the items available in
this article but this time we are giving you a broader
idea of the items we stock.

During office hours we can be contacted on 01202
876219, but this number should not be used instead
of 999 (when a crime is being committed or life is in
danger) or 101 for other incidents. Or you can
contact us by email on:
ferndowncommunityoffice@btconnect.com
Our website is : ferndowncommunityoffice.org.uk

LED GUARDCAM
Home security

WINDOW VIBRATION ALARM
Protect your windows

Detects intruders, floodlights the area,
captures 60,000 stills or 750 videos,
issues an audible warning

Self adhesive tape and warning sticker,
batteries included, fits any window or
patio door

£115 per unit to order

£3 per unit

ALARMED PADLOCK
Perimeter Security

SECURE RING
UPVc Door Restrictor

Ideal for bikes, motorcycles, oil tanks,
machinery, tools and equipment

Prevents full opening of your door,
suitable for left or right hand opening.

£11 per unit

£16 per unit

MOTION SENSOR ALARM
Now with remote control

UV KEYRING
Check your UV marking

Ideal as a shed/garage/caravan alarm,
can also be used indoors

UV light, white light and laser pointer
(ideal for presentations), with batteries.

£10 per unit

£1.60 per unit

WEATHERPROOF PADLOCK
Security

PANIC ALARM
Personal protection

Steel laminated body, double locking,
hardened steel, chrome plated shackle
40mm

Ideal for those who fear attack when out
alone.
Complete with built in torch and batteries

£5 per unit

£3 per unit

SIGNAL BLOCKER
Protect electronic car fobs

KEY SAFE
Keep a spare key outside your
home

Criminals can steal your car using
electronic data, this device protects
your fob, and also stops you using your
mobile phone when driving

£3 per unit

Combination code, Police approved,
Neighbourhood Watch can arrange fitting

£48 per unit

BIKE MARKING
Helps keep your bike safe

CYCLE PADLOCK ALARM
Secure your cycle or tools

Tamper proofs labels and registration
on the National Bike Register, tracks
stolen bikes back to owners.

Similar to Alarmed Padlock but with a
longer reach enabling cycle to be
attached to a safe point.

£5 per bike

£8 per unit

CYCLE D LOCK
Protect your bicycle

CYCLE CABLE LOCK
Protect your bicycle

Supplied with bracket to make it easy
to transport, made from hardened steel

Highly visible deterrent against cycle
theft, supplied with 2 keys

£8 per unit

£4 per unit
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Exploring Avon Heath Country Park
One of the treasures in our patch is Avon Heath
Country Park which consists of two areas, totalling
580 acres of internationally important heathland with
its unique and rare wildlife.
The park is divided by Boundary Lane. North Park,
which is accessed from the A31 at the Woolsbridge
roundabout has comprehensive facilities including a
large car park, excellent café, picnic area, recently
updated children's playground, a visitor and activities
centre and acres of heathland trails to explore.
The quieter South Park with its own car park in
Boundary Lane has a varied landscape of large 'lawns'
and various heathland areas, crisscrossed by a series
of paths and when you find it, a viewpoint giving
amazing views to the west and south—on a clear day
you can see the coast!
Entry to the main park is not free, car park revenues
go directly back into the conservation funds. Parking
at North Park is £1.50 an hour (free to Friends of Avon
Heath) if you wish to park at any of the outlying car
parks (i.e. Boundary Lane and Birch Road) you'll need
to become a Friend of Avon Heath to obtain a permit.
Much of the conservation work is carried out by
volunteers under the supervision of the rangers
during the months of September to March, mostly
this consists of removal of invasive flora such as
rhododendrons and Scots pine trees and involves
quite a lot of bonfires! During the spring and summer
months the volunteers help with wildlife surveys,
maintenance of the wildlife area, installing fencing
and gates, building benches and generally helping the
rangers to manage the practical work on site.

Anyone from 5 to 70 can volunteer, as an individual
or family group, and are welcome to stay for a few
hours or the whole day—which is generally a 10am
start and a 2:30 or 4pm finish, depending on the
task. The rangers provide tools, gloves, instruction,
hot drinks and the all essential biscuits so it is a good
idea to let them know you are coming!
The planned volunteer days take place on Thursdays
throughout the year, and one Sunday a month
between September to the end of April. If you prefer
the indoor life: the shop and admin office also
welcome volunteers. For details about any of these
volunteering opportunities please speak to the
Rangers at the centre
or telephone 01425
478082.
The Green Space
Team East who are
based at the park run
a Rights of Way
volunteer group who
meet every Tuesday,
helping to maintain
and improve the
accessibility of the
Rights of Way network in East Dorset. Please contact
Kate or Will on 01425 483809 for details.

Volunteering is fun and rewarding

NHS Retirement Fellowship
The East Dorset & Ringwood
Branch of the NHS Retirement
Fellowship is for all those (and
their families and friends) who
have worked in any health or
social care profession and aims
to support its members through the provision of
social, leisure, educational and welfare activities.
It gives the opportunity to meet and spend time with
other like-minded people. Every month we listen to a
speaker or have a “members’ morning”. From time to
time we also arrange outings to local attractions and
national places of interest or organise group meals at
nearby restaurants.
Community News—Autumn 2019

Members receive a regular national and branch
newsletter and may also benefit from the discounts
offered on various cruises and holidays, UK and
worldwide travel insurance and a variety of financial
services.
We meet at 10 am on the second Tuesday of each
month at the St Leonards Village Hall, Braeside
Road, BH24 2PH.
For a friendly chat and further information please
contact our Branch Secretary, Jenny, on 01202
876560 or joh2lou@talktalk.net or alternatively our
Membership Secretary, Helen, on 01425 480202 or at
h.nield@btinternet.com
www.2saints.org.uk
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Neighbourhood Policing Team report
General

instead use recommendations from family or friends.
You can also search for Trading Standards approved
traders through their Buy with Confidence scheme
and, of course members, in this Home Watch all
received a copy of our latest Traders List in April.

Welcome to the autumn
2019 police report, firstly
we would like to introduce
our new PCSO Jasmine
Young who has recently
joined our Ferndown
Neighbourhood Policing
Team, you will be seeing
PCSO Jasmine Young
her out and about across
the area with PC Steve, PCSO Chloe and PCSO James.

Go to buywithconfidence.gov.uk or telephone them
on 08454 04 05 06.

Thefts from motor vehicles
With the warm
weather we have
seen an increase
in thefts from
vehicles at car
parks across the
area because the
vehicles have
been left
insecure or with
valuables on
display.

As the autumn approaches the evenings will begin to
draw in. We ask you to, as always, consider your
home security as the dark gives cover for criminals
looking to break into your home, garage or shed. If
you ride a bike it’s time to dust off those lights. We
are approaching the time of year when there will be
many festivities around Halloween and bonfire night.
Our message is simple - be safe and show respect to
your neighbours who may not wish to join in.

Recent notable crimes:

When parked up
please ensure
your vehicle is
left secured with windows shut and doors locked.
Dorset Police also advise, where possible, to remove
valuables from your vehicle and take them with you.
If you are unable to keep the valuables with you
please ensure they are placed out of sight in the
vehicle.
For more information visit dorset.police.uk

Rogue trading continues to be a problem in our area.
Rogue traders are traders who may knock on your
door and offer you a service, but then overcharge you
for poor, unnecessary or incomplete work.
Dorset Police and
Trading Standards
advise against
engaging with
doorstep traders,

Crime statistics
For the past 6 months from police.uk (Ferndown areas inc Ferndown, Heatherlands, West Moors, St Leonards and St Ives)
Category
Anti-social behaviour
Bicycle theft
Burglary
Criminal damage and arson
Drugs
Other crime
Other theft
Possession of weapons
Public order
Robbery
Shoplifting
Theft from person
Vehicle crime
Violence and sexual offences

Jun
37
3
5
10
1
2
19
0
4
0
3
1
8
47

May
33
1
9
13
1
3
12
0
6
0
0
0
8
35

Apr
33
2
15
16
2
1
11
0
7
1
4
0
15
42

Mar
36
1
15
5
1
1
23
1
5
0
1
1
6
33

Feb
30
1
16
9
5
2
14
0
5
0
3
1
17
41

Jan
34
0
11
8
5
2
12
0
4
1
2
1
13
47

Please note some occurrences are still under investigation.
Community News—Autumn 2019
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Neighbourhood Policing Team report continues ...
Crime Prevention
Operation Snap
If you have captured a driving offence on your
dashcam or other digital device, you can now send it
to the police simply, quickly and securely through
Operation Snap.
You need to be 18 years old or over, able to supply
the registration mark of the offending vehicle and be
willing to sign a witness statement and possibly
appear in court.
Chief Inspector Adrian Leisk, Head of Alliance roads
policing, said, “Operation Snap increases the
likelihood of the dangerous, careless or inconsiderate
driver being caught. Driver education or penalties
applied because of evidence submitted to Operation
Snap helps to modify driver behaviour".

Darker evenings (Be Seen)
With the darker evenings thinking about being seen
is becoming ever more important. Whether you
walk, run, cycle or use a scooter, being seen on
pavements and roads is important to reduce the risk
of being injured by colliding with a vehicle,
pedestrian or another cycle or scooter.






You can read the frequently asked questions at the
link before submitting your video or photos.
dorset.police.uk/opsnap

Wear bright clothing or a reflective top
Ensure you have lights on your bike, scooter etc.
Runners and walkers
often place a red light
on their bag or clipped
to the back of their
jacket.
Remember
overhanging trees and
foliage can make areas
darker than in the
ambient light.

Halloween

Winter driving conditions
As winter sets in driving conditions become more
challenging









Remove all snow and ice from all your windows
and the rest of your vehicle before setting off on
your journey so you have a clear view.
Make sure the mirrors are
clear and the windows
are de-misted thoroughly.

With Halloween coming up at the end of the month
we will soon be engaging with our partners and
local shops and supermarkets as part of our ASB
(anti-social behaviour) prevention aimed at
restricting the sale of eggs and flour to younger
persons or people believed to be engaged with antisocial behaviour.
Halloween is a fun time for people to dress up and
Children to go Trick or Treating. Please follow our
TOP TIPS for a SPOOKTACKULAR Halloween to ensure
everyone has an enjoyable time:



Don’t leave your vehicle
running unattended
defrosting and demisting
with the keys in.



Ensure that lights are
clean and number plates are clearly visible and
legible.



You should keep well back from the vehicle in
front. This will increase your ability to see and
plan ahead.
When driving in icy or snowy weather, take care
when overtaking vehicles spreading salt or other
de-icing materials, particularly if you are riding a
motorcycle.
Community News—Autumn 2019





Always be accompanied by an adult when you
are trick-or-treating.
You should only go to houses of people that you
know and who are happy for you to call.
(If they are displaying a No Trick or Treater’s
sign, please respect this).
Stay safe, keep to places that you know and are
well lit. Do not take short cuts through gardens,
alleyways or parks.
Watch out for traffic—drivers might not see you.
If you are wearing a mask make sure that you
can see where you are going and are aware of
your surroundings.
Carry a torch and a fully charged mobile phone
(if you have one).

www.2saints.org.uk
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Neighbourhood Policing Team report continues ...

Should you wish not to be visited by Trick or Treater’s please use this sign in your window.
Bonfire night
Bonfire night is a fun night for all concerned. There are loads of organised public displays around the area, but
should you choose to buy your own fireworks please follow the Firework Code to ensure it is a safe night.

The Firework Code
Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114
Don’t drink alcohol if setting off fireworks
Keep fireworks in a closed box
Follow the instructions on each firework
Light at arm’s length, using a taper
Stand well back
Never go near a firework that has been lit. Even if it hasn’t gone off, it could still explode
Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them
Always supervise children around fireworks
Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves
Never give sparklers to a child under five
Keep pets indoors

Remember, remember the cut off time for setting off fireworks on Bonfire night is midnight!
Community News—Autumn 2019
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Meet our Neighbourhood Policing Team
Over the last year or so there have been many
changes to our team as some have moved on to
other posts within the police force and new recruits
have been welcomed. Also the neighbourhood areas
were rationalised and our own St Leonards, St Ives
and West Moors team has been incorporated with
Verwood into the new, larger, Ferndown Central NPT.
The team are based at Ferndown Police Station in
Ameysford Road, Ferndown BH22 9HQ. The NPT
works with colleagues across Dorset but does not
respond to emergency calls. If a crime is in progress
or life is in danger always dial 999 immediately. For
any other issues call 101 or use the AskNed website
featured on page 10.

Inspector Perry

Tim Travers
PS 0760

Steve Knight
PC 2003

James Marsh
PCSO 5528

Chloe Mizen
PCSO 5425

Jasmine Young
PCSO 7124

So who are the team?
It is lead by our area Inspector, Simon Perry, backed
up locally by the area Sergeant, Tim Travers. Our
Constable is Steve Knight who is assisted by James
Marsh and more recently, Chloe Mizen and Jasmine
Young, all three of whom are PCSOs.

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue
Would you know what to do if there was a fire in
your home?

We can offer advice to make you and your family
safer and healthier in your home.

Do you have working smoke alarms in your home?

The appointment normally lasts
about an hour and covers topics such
as:

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service offer
FREE Safe and Well advice. Our website has
various leaflets, which you can access for advice on
topics such as
electrical
safety,
thatched
homes,
kitchen safety
and many
more.
In addition to the advice on our website why not
answer our questions to see if you meet our criteria
for a FREE Safe and Well visit.
During a Safe and Well visit we will
visit you in your home, at a
convenient time, to see what we can
do together to make you safer,
discussing risks in your home and
agreeing an escape plan. We can also
fit FREE smoke and heat detectors if your home
requires them.
Community News—Autumn 2019








Using electricity safely
Cooking safely
Making an escape plan
What to do if there is a fire
Keeping children safe
Good practice – night time routine and other
points relevant to you



Identifying and discussing any further support
you may need if necessary
Remember, smoke alarms save lives.
To request a free Safe and Well visit, or to check your
eligibility for a visit, please call 0800 038 2323 or
alternatively you can go to our website at
dwfire.org.uk/safety/safe-and-well-visits to find out
more and request one online.
We also have home safety leaflets at dwfire.org.uk/
safety/free-downloadable-leaflets
www.2saints.org.uk
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AskNED is a Non-Emergency Directory. It is a service that combines the
questions that members of the public have asked with contact details of those
that can help. AskNED also includes common questions asked of our partner
organisations.
Ask Ned is easy to use. This quarter we are looking at some of the help
available for burglary prevention advice.
See: dorset.police.uk/help-advice-crime-prevention/home-property/protectyour-home/
Burglaries are often committed by thieves gaining entry through unlocked doors or windows. Follow our tenstep checklist to help deter a burglar from targeting YOU

!

DOORS: Keep doors locked, even when you're home or in your back garden. Take keys out of locks as a burglar
could reach through a letterbox or cat flap.
ALARM: Install a burglar alarm. Make sure all household members know how to work the alarm and use it
daily.
WINDOWS: Close and lock them! Also, draw the curtains if you know you're going to be out when it gets dark
or you're going away.
PATHS: Consider having a gravel path or driveway as it makes anyone approaching the house easier to hear.
SHED: Secure tools and ladders to a heavy object where possible - ideally hidden from external view.
FENCING: At the back of your property, put up high fences or plant prickly bushes that would be difficult to
climb over.
GATES: Make sure gates cannot be climbed over and secure them with appropriate locks.
MILK & NEWSPAPERS: Cancel milk and newspaper deliveries and anything else you get regularly delivered.
DRIVEWAY: Before going away, ask a trusted neighbour or friend to keep an eye on your home. Ask them to
park their car on your driveway or on the road outside of your house, to make it appear that someone is home.
LIGHTING: Use light timer switches and install lights outside to light up pathways at night.

Who's Locked Up?

This very useful reminder leaflet is full of advice and can be downloaded from dorset.police.uk/media/56522/
burglary-leaflet-june2018-final.pdf
Alternatively you can get advice to help protect your house dorset.police.uk/media/1862/home_security.pdf
or the full 17 page security pack covering all aspects of home security is available from dorset.police.uk/
media/1477/security_advice_pack.pdf
Community News—Autumn 2019
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Traders List updates

... with my other party hat on

All members should have received their 2019
Traders List back in April this year and so far we
have not had any new traders to add, but please
remove the details for the POPP/Wayfinders
contact on the inside back cover.

We have reviewed the responses we received by
social media and email surveys and discussed them
at our September committee meeting where we
firmly resolved to continue to organise community
events. From all your suggestions so far we have
concluded that three or four events of various types
would be preferred to fewer, more lavish party type
events each time. So with a view to starting again
next year here’s our shortlist so far:

If you have lost your list and would like another
copy please let me know.
I would like to remind you all that any member can
nominate a local trader they have found to be
satisfactory for the benefit of all our other
members. All you have to do is confirm that your
trader wishes to be added to the list, then contact
me with the trader’s full details including their
name, address, telephone number, the type of
trade and your reasons for nominating them. My
details are: mariehomewatch@yahoo.com or
telephone 01425 475733.
It is important to know that you are nominating,
not recommending the trader. Anyone using a
trader from the list should always make their own
enquiries as to the suitability of any tradesmen as
Home Watch do not make recommendations or
assurances regarding any tradesmen.
Marie Drake

Ferndown PROBUS Club
PROBUS is a club for retired
men. The Ferndown branch
meets on the first Wednesday
of each month at Dudsbury
Golf Club, Ferndown,
commencing at 12 noon.
Meetings comprise a threecourse luncheon followed by
a talk, on a diverse range of subjects, given by invited
speakers.

 Afternoon film show with light refreshments
 Quiz night with hot meal, e.g. Fish and chips
 Themed evening event e.g. Halloween with food
 Bingo night or afternoon with light refreshments
 Talk by local speaker with tea and biscuits
 BBQ with local musical entertainment
 A take off of the Mrs and Mrs Quiz show (or any
other?) featuring local married couples
We’d really like to hear your views on these and
perhaps any other suggestions if you didn’t take part
in our July social media survey. Also if you’d like to
help at these events by serving refreshments, setting
out chairs and tables, etc, please let me know.
Marie Drake

Keep in touch with Home Watch!
If you have a Facebook account, from any internet
browser type:
facebook.com/groups/920724138090781/
or search within Facebook for:

St Leonards & St Ives Home Watch

We also hold a coffee morning at the same venue on
the second Wednesday of each month for members
and their partners.
Social occasions are arranged throughout the year
and may include outings to places of interest,
restaurant lunches or dinners, buffet or picnic events,
skittles competitions or a host of other fun
gatherings.

If you are a member of Nextdoor you can join our

St Leonards and St Ives Home Watch Group by
logging in and scrolling down to Groups
Or keep up to date via our website

2saints.org.uk

New members will be made most welcome at this
friendly club. For further details please ring the
Secretary on 01202 875757 or contact us via our
website: ferndownprobusclub.org

Community News—Autumn 2019
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Computer Café

Fridays 9 until 12:30 in the Committee rooms, Braeside Road Village Hall

It’s a few months since we’ve given you a round up of
the latest ‘techie’ news in our usual non-technical
way. So what should we all be looking our for over
the next few months?
Firstly, most Windows 10 users have now received
the 1903 (Spring 2019) upgrade, which included
various new features, none of which were really
interesting. However, it is a good idea to review your
settings after any major upgrade as little things can
be changed without you realising. Click on the
Start button at the very bottom
left of your screen, then click the
Settings cog (the third one up),
then ... don’t panic.
Here’s the main settings to check—first, do you
have version 1903?
Select System
from the Settings
screen, then type
About in the box
and pick About
your PC to see
that my PC is an
Acer Aspire (6 years
old now), I have 6GB of
RAM installed and
more importantly I am
now using Windows 10
Home version 1903
installed on 8 August
2019—so I am one of
the last to receive it
due to the age of my
PC—which is currently
looking for a care
home!
Now some more
simple checks to
ensure your Privacy is
being safeguarded as
far as possible.
Back on the Windows
Settings screen as seen
above, scroll all the way
down to the bottom to
see the last but one
listing—Privacy, click it
and then select the top
option on the Privacy
menu—General. Here are
my settings:
Community News—Autumn 2019

Now go back one step by clicking the left arrow at the
top of that screen, beside ‘Settings’. Then click the
second choice—Speech and turn that one off as well.
Return to the previous screen with the back arrow
again and select Inking and Typing, I leave my on but
you can turn this off if you prefer. Return back again
and on Diagnostics & Feedback select the basic
option. Then scroll down and decide on the next
three settings, if you selected Basic as above the
Improve inking and typing option will be greyed out
(off), you can only turn it on by reversing your Basic
option decision. I have turned the next two off as
well—Tailored experience and View diagnostic data.
Finally, back on the main Privacy screen select the
fifth option—Activity history, I prefer the top option
rather than sending the data to Microsoft.
There is a whole raft of other Privacy settings to
decide on which are listed under App permissions on
the Privacy screen, starting with Location. Some of
them are quite clear, others less so. I would
recommend reviewing these and turning as many to
off as you can, you can always reverse the decision
and turn them back on later.
Now some good news, from April next year there will
only be one major upgrade to Windows 10 each
spring, but the regular cycle of security updates will
continue as usual.
And the bad news? For those of us still using
Windows 7 (including me on one of my PCs, it’s a long
story, don’t ask!), Microsoft will cease supporting this
version, which is 10 years old or 70 in the more
comparable dog years. Microsoft will not guarantee it
is safe to use after that date, although when the
Wanna Cry ransomware was so prevalent last year
they did issue a security patch for Windows XP which
had been decommissioned a few years before.
Moving onto the future, Microsoft have recently
recommended that the minimum requirement for
running Windows in years to come will be 8GB of
RAM. No that’s not eight fluffy white sheep and a
paddock—it’s a measure of memory capacity in
gigabytes. Currently you can still buy computers with
2GB (remember my 6 year old laptop came with 6GB)
although many now have 4 or 6GB and 8GB is readily
available. What this means is if you are planning to
change your PC we would suggest that you go for the
8GB option. If you are buying a desktop machine you
could settle for less as long as there is space to add
more memory chips that are compatible later. This is
not always possible on a laptop. Finally, you can
always pop into our Café for some hands-on help
along with free tea/coffee and biscuits.
www.2saints.org.uk
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Social isolation and scams
Each month, more than 200,000 adults go without
speaking to a friend or relative. This shocking
statistic from Age UK puts the epidemic of social
isolation in stark perspective.
As well as it being a particularly cruel affliction of
modern-day life where the hectic 24/7 bustle of
living easily purges those small, kindly neighbourly
acts—like popping in for a cup of tea from the
regular routine—social isolation has a
corresponding public safety angle.
People who are socially isolated are more likely to
become the victims of crime. Scammers, in
particular, focus on isolated people as they make
for easier targets. It’s why Neighbourhood and
Home Watches
are proud to be
much more than
a crime
prevention
movement.
With our
extensive
network of street co-ordinators we are in the
fortunate position of being able to foster our sense
of community. Some of them go the extra mile by
making sure they regularly speak to their
neighbours, whether they are members or not,
they may even help out with simple tasks or
organise get-togethers such as a summer barbeque
for the residents. But every one of us can do our bit
(and lots of you already do) to ensure that our
friends and neighbours keep safe and well
integrated into the community to avoid the
loneliness and isolation that can sneak up on us as
we get less active and involved with life.
There is another aspect to this as well. Older people
are targeted by criminals in mail-based scams,
being ‘groomed’ into giving over huge amounts of
money to serious, hardened criminals. The process
older people are subjected to when being scammed
out of their savings has similarities to the insidious
and manipulative techniques practised by child
grooming gangs. Newly widowed individuals, often
at their most vulnerable, are targeted with false
promises of friendship and wealth by scammers.

The impact it has on victims can literally be a matter
of life and death. It destroys people’s confidence and
independence beginning a downward spiral
Only five per cent of scams are reported, so if you or
someone you know does spot a scam you should
report it to the Citizens Advice consumer service on
03454 04 05 06.

Poets corner
I don’t know who the cat belongs to.
He follows me everywhere,
He really is quite clever,
And never misses a trick.
Sometimes I look at him,
And think ‘you are taking the mick’,
He knows when I go out,
And knows when I get back.
I am sure he hears the key turn in the lock,
Because he comes from nowhere,
And is in like a shot.
I suppose I would miss him
Looking at the fridge,
He knows I will open the door.
He likes his food, you can be sure,
Sometimes he looks at me
And thinks it’s time I had a cuddle.
How can I refuse such a clever cat
If it keeps him out of trouble
Purrfect!

The effects of fraud upon older people can be
devastating. A victim of doorstep crime is 2.5 times
more likely to either die or end up in care within
two years compared to their ‘non-scammed’
neighbours, according to research from the
Association of Chief Trading Standards Officers.
Community News—Autumn 2019
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Volunteering in Dorset’s green spaces
more than a link to the countryside

Whatever the reason, exercise, socialising, hiking,
horse riding, admiring the plants and wildlife,
enjoying a view or climbing a tree, evidence suggests
we can all benefit from being outdoors in the
fresh air, and connected to nature.
There are almost 3,000 miles of public
rights of way in Dorset: 4,700 footpaths,
1,700 bridleways and 37 byways. This
network of paths serves as many
things for many people, from
providing a link to the countryside, a
safer short cut to the local school, a
long distance walking route, a safe place
to commute by bike or simply an
accessible route to a green space. A well
maintained link to a green space or the wider
countryside can improve the quality of life for many,
not least those that are less mobile.
There are four categories of Public Rights of Way:
Footpath – a path for walkers, and if conditions
permit, a pram, pushchair, wheelchair or electric
mobility scooter may be used on a footpath.

exercise, or a first step into a career in the
countryside or conservation sector—volunteering is a
great way to meet like-minded people and learn
more about your local countryside sites, and
gain some new skills.
For those who volunteer regularly
there may be an opportunity for
additional advanced training in the
use of power tools, wildlife ID and
first aid.
Helping your local team maintain
the rights of way in your area could
not only benefit your own enjoyment
of the countryside, but enable and
encourage others to enjoy and value these
important links, getting people out into the
wilder spaces and beyond!
For more information please contact East Dorset
Green Spaces Team: 01425 483809 or email:
k.martin@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or search ‘dorset
green spaces’.

Bridleway – This route may be used by horse-riders
or walkers and if the existing surface is suitable, by
cyclists.
Byway open to all traffic – This route would mainly
be used by people on foot or horseback, however,
vehicles have a right to use the route; it may not be
ploughed or gated.
Restricted byway – this is for walkers, horse-riders,
horse drawn carriages and cyclists, and other nonmechanically propelled vehicles.
The management of the rights of way network in
Dorset comes under Dorset Council, and the area is
divided between the West and Coast, Central, North,
Purbeck and East teams. Any issues can be reported
to the relevant teams by using the link on Dorset
Council’s website dorsetcouncil.gov.uk.
The East Dorset Green Spaces Team are looking for
more volunteers to join the expanding network of
enthusiastic individuals, who help to maintain our
rights of way and conservation sites. They meet at
various locations throughout East Dorset every
Tuesday at 10:30am, or lifts are available from Avon
Heath Country Park to the work site.
Whether you are looking for a great day out in the
countryside, a way to get active and take more

Community News—Autumn 2019
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Committee contact details
ELECTED MEMBERS:
CHAIRMAN

Brian Frecknall

v.frecknall@btopenworld.com

01425 476558

VICE CHAIRMAN

Bob Pugh

janetbbpgh@btinternet.com

01425 472029

MINUTES SECRETARY

Wendy Gulliver

wendyg2@btinternet.com

01425 473302

TREASURER

Ros Alderton

rosalindalderton@gmail.com

01425 477674

HOME WATCH SIGNS

Norman Walters

4 St Ives Wood (no email)

01425 480731

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

Keith Pegram

kphomewatch@btinternet.com

01425 461480

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Viv Frecknall

vivshw@outlook.com

01425 476558

SOCIAL EVENTS

Marie Drake

mariehomewatch@yahoo.com

01425 475733

SOCIAL MEDIA (Facebook
and Nextdoor groups)

Keith Pegram

kphomewatch@btinternet.com

01425 461480

TRADERS LIST

Marie Drake

mariehomewatch@yahoo.com

01425 475733

COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARDS

John Stevens

stevensno86@outlook.com

01425 483364

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Tony Alderton, Norman Drake, Elaine Smith, Patricia Sullivan, , Debby and John Morrow

NOMINATED REPRESENTATIVES:
Parish Councillors

Ann Warman and Alan Davies

East Dorset Police –
Neighbourhood Policing
Team

Tim Travers, Steve Knight,
James Marsh, Chloe Mizen,
and Jasmine Young

ferndowncentral-npt
@dorset.pnn.police.uk

When on duty: 101

Co-ordinator vacancies

Committee positions

As always, with over 80 co-ordinators, there will
always be a need to fill vacancies. Unfilled road
vacancies are usually covered on a temporary basis
by committee members but in the long term if no coordinators are forthcoming it could lead to members
not receiving their newsletter and being unable to
belong to Home Watch.

Many of you will recall that last year there was a
distinct possibility that Home Watch would have to
close due to a lack of committee members. Thanks to
all the new committee members that came forward
the Home Watch is able to continue.

The main task of a co-ordinator is to deliver the
quarterly newsletter and collect the £2 subscriptions,
anytime between January and April, from about 10
households in their locality.
Home Watch need to fill three vacant sections of
Woolsbridge Road (BP Garage end, mid Woolsbridge
and Horton Road end) as well as a vacancy for
Whitfield Park.
If you are able to help or have any questions, please
email the Membership Secretary Keith Pegram
at kphomewatch@btinternet.com

The list above shows the committee members have
taken on specific roles such as Treasurer, Social
Events Organiser and Traders List Secretary. Other
committee members help with special projects and
greatly assistant the main committee.
I am delighted that currently there are no vacancies
but we are now looking at ‘succession planning’ to
ensure that last year’s position is not repeated. In an
ideal world we would like a successor to be ready to
take over when any committee member retires in the
future. If this achieved it would greatly ensure full
committee membership and stability for the
forthcoming future.
Committee meetings are held on a quarterly basis at
the Village Hall and last between one and two hours.

Volunteering is fun and rewarding
Community News—Autumn 2019

If you are interested or have any questions, please
email the Membership Secretary Keith Pegram
at kphomewatch@btinternet.com
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Community Café
Come along and join us on
Wednesday mornings, to meet up
with friends, old and new, for a
good old natter!
There’s also a range of cakes and
pies on sale. Tea, coffee and
biscuits are available from
10 until noon.
You’ll find us in the Annexe of the Village
Hall in Braeside Road.

You are all very welcome

Home Watch signs
Every road with Home
Watch members has one or
more of these signs on
display.
Normally they are sited on
lampposts, telegraph poles
or a member’s property
such as a fence with their
permission.
If you notice your sign is
missing or damaged please
let your street co-ordinator know next time he or
she delivers your newsletter. The co-ordinators can
then contact me so that action is taken. Typically this
could be cutting back of foliage or undergrowth,
cleaning, re-fixing or even repositioning signs in a
more suitable place where circumstances have
changed.
I would therefore be grateful for your cooperation
and can be contacted by telephone at the number
below—thank you.
Norman Walters 01425 480731
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